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Celebrating 40 Years of the Auckland Catholic 
Deaf Community
Members of the Auckland Catholic 
Deaf Community gathered recently 
to celebrate the community’s 40th 
anniversary. The celebration was an 
opportunity to give thanks for the 
many people who have contributed 
to the life of the community over 
more than four decades. 

Catholic ministry with Deaf people 
in Auckland began in 1978, when 
Sr Dominic Swindale OP and Sr 
Kathleen Thomson OP commenced 
ministry at the request of Bishop 
John Mackey. In 1986, the Auckland 
Catholic Deaf Community was 
formally established, with Deaf 
Catholics taking a leading role in 
ministering to and serving others 
within the Deaf community.

“ Deaf Catholics taking a leading role
in ministering to and serving others

within the Deaf community.” 

The anniversary festivities began with 
Mass celebrated by Bishop Steve 
Lowe, who also o�ered a special 
blessing to long-serving members, in 
recognition of their dedication. 

Following Mass, members gathered 
for lunch and an anniversary 
cake, sharing memories and 
stories from the past 40 years. 
During the celebration, special 
acknowledgement was given to the 
Dominican Sisters, priest chaplains 
and past and current Deaf Pastoral 
Workers who have supported the 
community throughout its history.

Members also looked to the future 
with joy, committed to seeing the 
Auckland Catholic Deaf Community 
continue to serve Deaf Catholics for 
generations to come. 
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Fr Michael Pui, director of the Pontifical Mission Societies 

in New Zealand, has called on Kiwis to respond to Pope 

Leo’s call “to be one in Christ, united in mission”.

Fr Pui’s encouragement comes as the Church around the 

world prepares to celebrate the 100th Mission Sunday, to 

be marked this year on October 18.

When speaking with the directors of Pontifical Mission 

Societies from around the world, including Fr Pui, the Holy 

Father said Mission Sunday “invites all members of the 

Church to a deeper communion in Christ and to a fuller 

unity in his divine mission of love”.

“These aspects,” he continued, “call for a missionary 

renewal in the Church in the years ahead. I encourage 

you to live an authentic spirituality of missionary unity and 

communion centred on Christ, and to promote it among 

the faithful.”

In New Zealand, the Pontifical Mission Societies operate 

under the names MissioNZ and Missio Aotearoa. Among 

its key tasks is the promotion of the work of the Pope’s 

missionary entities through Catholic schools and parishes.

In recent decades, that promotion would often include 

the distribution of “mission boxes” to each student in a 

Catholic school, encouraging them to contribute to the 

annual Mission Sunday appeal.

Fr Pui has reintroduced the mission boxes to renew the 

sense of generosity, but also to raise awareness about the 

Church’s missionary activity around the world. 

Students across New Zealand were invited to submit 

possible designs for the boxes, with Vivian Nguyen, a 

student at St Joseph’s School, Papanui, and Angel Siju 

from Sacred Heart College in Napier, winning the junior 

and senior sections respectively.

Fr Pui is also inviting schools to participate in the 

“Centenary Challenge”, which is encouraging students to 

pray that people will hear the call to mission, to share that 

call with others and, if possible, to donate to the Pope’s 

missionary e�ort.

Catholic schools are being challenged to raise the equivalent 

of a gold coin donation from each student. Fr Pui suggested 

that could be achieved through activities like mufti days, car 

washes and book sales. They can also capture the spirit 

of generosity and missionary zeal in a short video, with the 

winning school to win a Missio Rosary for every student.

Fr Pui said: “As we celebrate this milestone – 100 years of 

World Mission Sunday – Pope Leo’s motto captures the 

heart of the moment: ‘In the one Christ, we are one.’

“His call is clear: To be one in Christ, united in mission; to 

enter more deeply into communion with Christ and with 

one another; and to renew our missionary commitment for 

the century ahead.

“We are called to support the Pope’s missionary 

endeavours by praying for and donating to the Pontifical 

Mission Societies.”

Material for schools and parishes to commemorate 

Mission Sunday are being distributed in the coming 

weeks.

Access Mission Sunday resources and donate at: 

https://missio.nz 

Mission Sunday Hits 100-Year Milestone 

�is October
�e Four Ponti�cal 

Mission Societies

Propagation of the Faith

Propagation of the Faith enables missionaries to 

be more e�ective in their works of evangelisation. 

Spreading God’s Word throughout the world. Caring for 

the Carers.

�e Holy Childhood Association

The Holy Childhood Association supports the health 

and religious formation needs of children in the mission 

territories all over the world. Enables Children helping 

Children.

Society of St Peter the Apostle

The Society of St Peter the Apostle helps fund the 

formation of seminarians and religious nuns and 

brothers in the mission territories. Guarantees to assist 

the continuity of ministries in the Church.

Missionary Union

The Missionary Union advocates ongoing missionary 

formation, awareness and networking among religious, 

lay and priests.
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Bishops Hope ‘Gospel Lens’ Will Guide People’s Votes

New Zealand’s Catholic bishops have used their 2026 

election statement to promote voting as a moral and 

civic responsibility, not simply an expression of personal 

preference.

In Discerning our nation’s future through a Gospel lens, the 

bishops note that the Church does not endorse any political 

party or candidate. Instead, they encourage voters to 

carefully examine parties, candidates and policies through 

the lens of the Gospel and Catholic social teaching.

In the document, the bishops call on voters to think 

seriously about the kind of society New Zealand is 

building and to consider how their electoral choices can 

contribute to the good of the broader community.

“Voting should amount to something more than simply a 

personal preference,” the bishops write. 

“It is a moral and civic responsibility; it is a concrete way 

that we can pursue the common good.”

That goal can be pursued, the bishops write, by looking 

beyond short-term concerns and individual self-interest 

and instead reflecting on the struggles many are facing. 

“We invite you to consider the lived experience of 

families and communities, and to consider how proposed 

policies a�ect the marginalised and most vulnerable,” the 

statement explains. 

The bishops’ document highlights five key areas for voters to 

consider as they assess political parties and local candidates:

 � The dignity of the human person, including respect for 

every person from conception until natural death;

 � Solidarity with one’s brothers and sisters, including 

economic and social support for people in need, 

immigration and refugee policies, and New Zealand’s 

responsibilities towards its Pacific neighbours;

 � Rights of religious freedom and conscience, including 

the ability of individuals and Catholic organisations to 

live and serve according to sincerely held beliefs;

 � Preserving human faces and voices, particularly 

safeguarding human autonomy and the dignity of work 

in a society increasingly shaped by artificial intelligence 

and automation;

 � Care for our common home, including the wellbeing of 

New Zealand’s land, skies and waterways, as well as 

support for communities a�ected by changing climate 

patterns. 

The bishops express concern about significant challenges 

facing the country, pointing to abortion, homelessness, 

euthanasia, unemployment, inadequate support for people 

with disabilities and entrenched poverty as examples. 

Concern is also raised about the way political discourse 

is undertaken, as part of building – or undermining – New 

Zealand’s “social fabric”.

“A key indicator of any society’s maturity is its citizens’ 

ability to speak truthfully, listen respectfully and promote 

the dignity of every person,” the bishops write.

The bishops conclude their statement by expressing the 

hope that voters’ discernment will be grounded in truth 

and respect and directed towards the common good.

“May this election be an opportunity to renew our commitment 

to one another, so that our communities become places 

where every person can belong and flourish.”

The bishops also propose a prayer for people to use in 

the weeks leading up to the election on November 7.

Read the full election statement at: 

https://bit.ly/NZCBCElection26 

A Prayer for Aotearoa New Zealand

God of mercy and justice, source of all life and giver 

of every good gift, we place before you our nation, 

Aotearoa New Zealand, as we prepare to choose 

those who will serve in public office.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, that we may discern well. 
Form in us hearts that seek to build a society 

where every person can belong and flourish. 
Guide our political leaders, candidates and voters 

with wisdom, humility and courage.

Lord Jesus, you drew near to the forgotten and 

lifted up the lowly. Open our eyes to the needs of all. 
May our votes, our voices and our actions 

help shape our nation as a people of compassion, 

hope and shared responsibility.

We make this prayer in your name, Amen.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.

St Joseph, protector of families and workers, pray for us.

St Thomas More, patron saint of politicians, pray for us.

Holy men and women of God who have walked 

this land in faith and service, pray for us.
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Pope Leo XIV surprised the Franciscans when he declared 

2026 a Jubilee Year of St Francis, marking the 800th 

anniversary of the saint’s death on October 3. In his prayer 

for the Jubilee, Pope Leo highlights three moments in the 

life of St Francis that speak powerfully to our times.

Finding true peace in the crucifix of San Damiano

In 1206, Francis entered the crumbling chapel of San 

Damiano outside Assisi and prayed before its distinctive 

crucifix, which depicts the risen Christ, serene and 

compassionate, even while bearing the marks of the Passion.

Francis came to this moment after di�cult experiences, 

including failed military ventures, imprisonment and his 

struggle to overcome his fear of lepers. While praying 

before the crucifix, he heard Christ say: “Francis, rebuild 

my Church, which you can see is falling into ruin.” At first 

Francis took this literally and began repairing the chapel. 

Gradually, however, he understood that his mission of 

rebuilding the Church went much deeper.

Crossing the lines of war and conflict

In 1219, during the Fifth Crusade, Francis crossed battle lines 

at Damietta in Egypt to meet Sultan Malik al-Kamil. Despite 

the violence surrounding them, the Sultan received 

Francis courteously and they had a fruitful encounter.

Francis neither ended the fighting nor converted the Sultan. 

Instead, he discovered a di�erent way of encountering 

those of another faith – an approach he later incorporated 

into the Rule of the Friars Minor.

Welcoming “Sister Death”

Towards the end of his life, Francis was told he had only 

months to live. He welcomed “Sister Death” as the one 

who would lead him to eternal life. Just as he saw creation 

as brother and sister, he understood natural death as 

part of our journey to God, including “Sister Death” in his 

Canticle of the Creatures.

Yet Francis did not withdraw from the world. Even from his 

sickbed, he worked to reconcile the feuding Bishop and 

Mayor of Assisi.

For Pope Leo, the Jubilee invites us to follow Francis: to find 

true peace in the Risen Christ, cross the lines of conflict and 

division, and face death with the hope of eternal life.

St Francis for Our Times: Peace, Encounter & Eternal Life
by Br Philip Je�ares OFM

Mary’s Pantry Brings Dignity, Hope & A�ordable Food to 
North Shore Families
For growing numbers of families on 

Auckland’s North Shore, a weekly 

food bag from Mary’s Pantry is 

helping to make healthy eating 

more a�ordable while strengthening 

community connections.

Founded by parishioners of St Mary’s 

Catholic Church, Northcote, and 

operating under the authority and 

patronage of the Bishop of Auckland, 

Mary’s Pantry aims to support 

families experiencing financial 

hardship by providing quality food 

and essential household items while 

upholding their personal dignity.

Through a partnership with 

Foodtogether, Mary’s Pantry o�ers fresh 

fruit and vegetable bags at a heavily 

subsidised price. For households 

experiencing greater hardship, food 

can also be provided free of charge, 

ensuring that no one is excluded 

because of an inability to pay.

The impact has grown steadily. 

During the past year, Mary’s Pantry 

supported 84 families and distributed 

345 fresh produce bags. What began 

as a fortnightly programme during 

school terms has recently expanded 

to weekly distributions in response to 

increasing demand.

One recipient described the 

di�erence the service makes:

“We love every second Friday 

because it’s when we’re lucky enough 

to receive the absolutely amazing and 

value-for-money fruit and vegetable 

bags from Mary’s Pantry. Every single 

item is fresh and flavoursome and 

it’s such a great price. We are very 

grateful because this helps our small 

family out immensely.”

Behind every food bag is a team 

of volunteers, trustees, donors 

and community partners whose 

commitment reflects the Gospel 

call to serve others. The vision 

of Mary’s Pantry vision extends 

beyond providing food. It seeks to 

build a community where there are 

“no recipients, only participants”, 

recognising that people move 

through di�erent seasons of need 

and generosity throughout their lives.

Through this circular economy 

of charity, families are welcomed 

not simply as recipients of 

assistance, but as valued members 

of a community built on dignity, 

compassion, participation and hope.

Supporting Mary's Pantry are (left-right) Allan Murray (Foodtogether), Claire Story (Deputy Chair), 

Audrey Chong-Schmidt (CEO), Rod Bray (Chair) and Chandi Jayawickrema (Volunteer)


